NOTEBOOK

N ' i
/, God's Perspective on

Nations and What to Do



AMERICA IN THE BALANCE

God'’s Perspective on Nations and What to Do

STUDENT NOTEBOOK

© 2017, 2018 Forerunners of America.
This may be freely reproduced and distributed provided the content is not changed.



7/ FORERUNNERS

OF AMERICA
www.ForerunnersOfAmerica.org

Preparing Christians to stand firm now and through difficult times.
Preparing Christians to minister with greater fruitfulness now
and through difficult times.

OUR MESSAGE

We are living in unusual days and believe that greater national challenges likely lie ahead.
While this might be unsettling to many, our message is to help people discern the hour and
respond in faith, not fear. Indeed, in the midst of tumultuous days, Forerunners of America
1s believing God for the greatest spiritual harvest our nation has seen in generations.

DESIRED OUTCOMES
We desire to see five outcomes wherever our message is presented:

o A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF GOD’S “NOW” MESSAGE FOR HIS
CHURCH AND OUR NATION
(Jeremiah 23:22; Ezekiel 3:17; Colossians 1:28-29)

A GREATER HEART FOR THE LOST AND LEADING PEOPLE TO FAITH IN CHRIST
(Matthew 9:35-37; Luke 19:10; Acts 1:8)

UNITY WITHIN THE LOCAL CHURCH AND THROUGHOUT THE BODY OF CHRIST
(John 17:23; 1 Peter 3:8-9; Colossians 3:15)

A BALANCE OF GOD'S GRACE AND A HEALTHY FEAR OF THE LORD
(1 Cor. 15:9-10; Psalm 34:7-14; Proverbs 9:10)
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HEARTS THAT WILL CRY OUT TO GOD FOR MERCY FOR OUR NATION
(Psalm 130:1-8; Zephaniah 2:1-3)
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INTRODUCTION

On the surface, not much has changed. As Americans, we continue to pursue our careers, go
shopping, entertain ourselves, and enjoy our favorite coffee. But what if something major
has changed? And what if God is trying to draw attention to this change? In this study, we
will consider questions such as: “What is God saying to our nation?” “Does God even care
about nations today?” “What is our nation’s trajectory, and what are the implications?”

America in the Balance aims to answer these questions and many others. God is
wonderfully gracious, kind, and loving, but He 1s also holy and just. How does a biblical
understanding of God’s holiness and justice inform us of the unusual hour in which we are
living? What are the implications of God’s justice for nations today—and especially for
America?

Throughout this study, it is vital that we understand the macro-picture of nations
presented throughout the Bible as we specifically evaluate what is taking place in our
nation and what we should do. It is our hope that this study will highlight the serious
nature of what is unfolding before us, as well as what this means for us and our loved ones.

One of the rallying cries in Forerunners of America is, “Discern the hour and respond in
faith, not fear.” While our journey might not be easy, let’s embrace our reality and respond
by trusting our almighty, faithful God. Let’s understand what is actually taking place, and
then let’s believe that God wants to use us in this pivotal moment in our nation’s history.



DOES GOD CARE ABOUT NATIONS TODAY?
(LESSON 1)

The gospel is in scope.

e Matthew 28:18-20; John 3:14—-16; Romans 10:8-13; 1 John 4:9-16

Our salvation doesn’t depend upon:
e whether we are

o Romans 3:28-30; 1 Corinthians 7:19; Colossians 2:11-14

e whether we are a ora

o Romans 3:29-30; Galatians 3:26—28

e whether we adhere to the

o Romans 3:27-28; Galatians 3:2—-12

¢ whether we observe Jewish or keep the

o Romans 14:1-6, 1314, and 17; Colossians 2:16-17, 20-23

e whether we certain foods or from

certain foods.

o Romans 14:1-6, 13—14, and 17; Colossians 2:16-17, 20—23

Discussion Question: According to Genesis 11:1-9, what was God’s purpose for dividing the
earth into nations?

Discussion Question: According to Acts 17:24—-27, what was God’s purpose for dividing the
earth into nations?




Discussion Question: According to 2 Chronicles 15:1-9, how did God accomplish His
purpose of using nations to draw people back to Himself?

Discussion Question: Are you aware of any events in our nation’s history which God used to
bring people to repentance and to faith in Him?

When Jesus returns and God redeems His creation, He will also redeem the

Discussion Question: What does the Bible teach regarding nations in God’s future plan for
the earth?




Discussion Question: In what ways 1s America helping to draw people back to God?

Discussion Question: How has this lesson influenced your thinking?

Suggested Prayer Paints:
e Ask God to reveal to us specific ways in which we as a nation are both succeeding
and failing to help draw people back to God.
e Ask God how we as Americans can help draw people back to Him.
Ask God to give us a greater burden for seeing people come to Him than we have for
seeing our nation protected and blessed.
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God interacts with nations by both

HOW DOES GOD INTERACT WITH NATIONS?

(LESSON 2)

and the

people for their actions.

Deuteronomy 11:26—28; Psalm 33:12—15; 67:4

Discussion Question: According to Isaiah 28:1-10 and Obadiah 1:1-4, why does God judge
nations?

God also judges nations for

Ninevah suffered because of one who

evil against the Lord and

counseled

o Nahum 1:11

Ninevah was judged for its

immorality, its

to other nations beside Israel, its

of others, and its

practices.

o Nahum 3:1, 4, and 19

Babylon was plundered because it had
o Habakkuk 2:8
All nations will be judged for

many nations.

the Jews among the nations,

boy for a prostitute, and selling a girl for wine.

o dJoel 3:2-3

Egypt and Edom will be judged for shedding

of Judah.
o dJoel 3:19

the Jewish land, casting lots for the Jewish people, trading a

blood in the land




Moab’s fortresses were burned because it had to lime the

bones of Edom’s king.
o Amos 2:1-2

Moab was judged for the false god Chemosh.
o dJeremiah 48:13, and 35

Egypt was judged for idols in Memphis.
o Ezekiel 30:13

Judah was judged for its and pursuit of comfort while refusing

to grieve over its spiritual waywardness.

o Amos 6:1-7

Discussion Duestion: According to Isaiah 24:1-6 why will God judge all the nations?

The Biblical idea of judgement is broader than our American understanding of judgement.

The Hebrew word shaphat means “to rule” or “to judge”. It denotes power

toward right ends.

The Hebrew word mishpat has more meanings, and the context is key. It is not a
passive impartiality that delegates action to someone else. Instead, it is a

right-doing that sees injustice, steps in to rescue the righteous

victim, and carries out a just verdict.

The Biblical idea of judgement includes a aspect.

Discussion Question: In our nation, what historical events or circumstances might have been
used by God to sift-out the righteous from the unrighteous? How have these events or
circumstances made the just and unjust causes within our country manifestly distinct?




Discussion Question: God’s judgement includes a creative element—a redemptive purpose.
According to Isaiah 26:9 and 1 Peter 4:17, what redemptive purposes might God be
accomplishing by sending judgment to a nation?

Discussion Question: What additional redemptive purposes might God have for sending judgment
to a nation?

The Bible reminds us that God’s judgements are . No nation is

exempt from God’s judgement if it

Discussion Question: How does an understanding of God’s judgement of nations in history
influence your perspective of America’s relationship to God?




Suggested Prayer Points:
e Remembering that the leader is the representative head of the people, ask God to
build righteous character within our local, state, and national leaders.
e Ask God to graciously influence our friends, family, and coworkers so that they are
ready to respond in faith when the next sifting comes to our nation.
e Ask God to give us a greater burden for seeing people come to faith than we have for
seeing our nation protected and blessed.
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IS GOD ON AMERICA’S SIDE?

(LESSON 3)
God can both and any nation.
e Deuteronomy 11:26-28
After a nation, God may also choose to

nation.

o Leviticus 26:1-46; Deuteronomy 28:1-68

Discussion Duestion: Reflecting on our nation’s history, how has God blessed America?

Discussion Question: “God Bless America” is enthusiastically sung by most Americans, and after
tragic events, it is common to see signs which invoke the blessing of God. What do you

think most Americans mean when they ask God to bless America?

Discussion Question: Americans desire to be blessed by God, but do you think Americans have
chosen to follow the path of obedience to God in order to receive this blessing? Why or why

not?




Discussion Question: What about Christians in America? Have American Christians chosen to
follow the path of obedience to God necessary to receive His blessing? Why or why not?

God judges nations based upon the amount of spiritual

, and that they are given.

e Romans 2:12-15

Discussion Question: In what ways have Americans been granted unprecedented access to the
truth of God’s Word and to opportunities to growth in the Christian faith?

Discussion Question: If God became Israel’s enemy, willing to fight against His own people due to
their rebellion, then He can become the enemy of any nation—including our own Isaiah
63:7—10. Do you believe that we in America are in danger of having God become our enemy?

10



Discussion Question: What does it mean to be on God’s side?

God expects us to his side, not to invoke God to join our side. We can

choose to join God in faithful to Him, or we can choose to stand in

opposition to Him.

Suggested Prayer Points:
e Similar to when Jesus assessed the good and the bad within the seven churches in

Revelation, ask God to give discernment on how He is pleased with us and how we
are at odds with His purposes today (Rev 2:1-3:22).

¢ Ask God to have mercy on our wayward nation.

e Affirm that we are on God’s side by praying a prayer of consecration.
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IN WHAT WAYS IS AMERICA IN JEOPARDY? (PART 1)
(LESSON 4)

Discussion Question: According to Jeremiah 18:7—-10, how does God respond to nations?

Discussion Question: Are you concerned about the trajectory of our nation? If yes, then in what
ways has America significantly changed within your lifetime?

According to Leviticus chapter 18, God judged nations and cast them out of their

land for practicing the sins of

, and

Discussion Question: Does America condone and practice the sin of incest?

12



Discussion Question: Does America condone and practice the sin of adultery?

Discussion Question: Does America condone and practice the sin of infanticide?

Discussion Question: Does America condone and practice the sin of bestiality?

Discussion Question: Does America condone and practice the sin of homosexuality?

13



Discussion Question: Should we be concerned if we as a nation celebrate and flaunt the very sins
for which God judged other nations?

Discussion Question: Why should America be exempt from judgement?

Suggested Prayer Paints:

e Ask God for wisdom concerning how to impart biblical values to our children,
grandchildren, and throughout the Church, especially in the area of sexual purity.

e When we are involved in sin, James reminds us to turn our laughter into mourning
(James 4:9). With this in mind, offer prayers of brokenness and repentance over our
nation’s many sins.

e Cry out to God for our nation in a similar way that Habakkuk did for Judah: “O
LORD . . . in wrath remember mercy” (Hab. 3:2).
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IN WHAT WAYS IS AMERICA IN JEOPARDY? (PART 2)
(LESSON 5)

Discussion Question: What are the two types of judgment recorded in Amos 4:1-12?

Discussion Question: Do you think that God might be bringing a corrective judgement upon
America at this time by removing His hand of blessing and protection? If so, how?

Discussion Question: How is God removing His hand of blessing in the area of economics?

God judges nations by increasing their and by

allowing the among them to rise in stature above them.

e Deuteronomy 28:12-13, 15, and 43—44

15



Discussion Question: How is God removing His hand of blessing in the area of government?

God judges nations by depriving their leaders of
e Job 12:23-24

Discussion Question: How is God removing His hand of blessing in the area of family?

God judges nations by allowing the people’s and

to rule them.

e Romans 1:18, and 26-28

In the areas of the economy, government, and the family, America

the spiritual litmus test.

Discussion Question: What is preventing God from exacting a more severe form of judgement
upon America?

Suggested Prayer Points:
o Ask God to give us greater insight into the spiritual implications of what we listen to
on talk radio and news outlets.
e Ask God to open the eyes of our political leaders to understand what is taking place
in the economy, government, and family and what is at stake.

16



e Cry out to God for mercy for our nation in a similar way that Daniel did (Dan. 9:1—
19).
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IN CHALLENGING DAYS, ARE CHRISTIANS PROTECTED?
(LESSON 6)

God responds in mercy to the of the righteous and to the

of the righteous.
e (Genesis 18:22-33

Discussion Question: Why do you think God was willing to spare an entire city to protect only 10
righteous people?

Discussion Question: What are some other examples in Scripture where God responded to the
intercession of the righteous?

God’s desire is not to people. God’s desire is that we

Him.

Discussion Question: According to Jeremiah 18:7—10, what is necessary for God to relent of the
judgement that He has planned for a nation?

18



Discussion Question: According to Jeremiah 18:7—10, why do you think it is important that God
relent of the good that He had planned for a nation if it does evil and rebels against His
commands?

Discussion Duestion: According to 1 Peter 4:17, are God’s people exempt from judgement?

Discussion Question: According to Hebrews 12:5-11, why does God judge His Church if they have
been forgiven of their sins?

Discussion Question: Is the American Church experiencing judgement? Why might God be
removing his hand of blessing in the area of the Church?

19



Discussion Question: Are the righteous protected from the effects of God’s judgement upon the
wicked?

Discussion Question: Are there any national sins in which the American Church is participating
from which we must separate?

Discussion Question: Do you need to separate yourself from anything taking place in our nation
or within cultural Christianity?

Suggested Prayer Paints:
e Pray that our local church will be faithful and full of faith in the midst of

challenging days.
¢ Ask God to make us and our Christian friends willing to stand firm in the face of

insults, suffering, and even persecution.

20



e Ask God to fill our church with people who will see challenging days as an
opportunity to grow in holiness.
e Thank God for His willingness and power to protect His children.
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WILL YOU CONTRAST THE WORLD?
(LESSON 7)

We are called to serve as beacons of light and as Christ’s to our
nation.

e Matthew 5:14—16; 2 Corinthians 5:20

Discussion Question: It has been said that the Church serves as the conscience of the nation. Do
you think this is an accurate description of today’s Church? How effective is the Church
today as a national conscience?

If we wish to influence the culture of our nation, then we must first live lives that
the culture.

e 1 Peter 3:14-16

Discussion Question: Can we effectively call people to a different lifestyle and a different hope
when we are seen as living for the same things that spiritually lost people are living for and
when we are hoping for the same things that they hope for?

Discussion Question: What are some ways in which Christians are living for and hoping for the
same things as the world?

22



Discussion Question: Does this mean that we cannot listen to music, enjoy sports, drive nice
vehicles, or use Facebook?

Discussion Question: How much of your time is devoted to pursuing success according to the
world’s standards versus pursuing a greater understanding and faithfulness to God’s
commands?

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we should not expect to be treated than

our Master.

e John 15:18-21

Discussion Buestion: How did people respond to Jesus when He spoke the truth in love?

23



Discussion Question: What cultural issues may God be calling you to confront and speak truth
into among your family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers?

Suggested Prayer Paints:

¢ Understanding that the Church is to be the conscience of the nation, pray that
individual Christians will be the conscience of those within their circle of influence.
In other words, pray that we will boldly stand for what is right and speak the truth
in love.

e Pray that we and the Christians we know will stand firm on God’s Word and clearly
contrast the worldly values of our culture.

e Pray that we will so love God and wholeheartedly follow Jesus that people around us
will become curious to know why we are so devoted to God.
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WILL YOU TAKE NEW GROUND?
(LESSON 8)

Discussion Question: What does the Apostle Paul mean when he says in Ephesians 4:26-27 to
give no opportunity to the devil?

Discussion Question: It is interesting that the context of Ephesians 4:26-27 speaks of becoming
angry. Of everything that could provide the Devil a foothold, why do you think Paul chose
to focus on anger?

According to 2 Corinthians 10:3-5, it is when we believe

and false arguments that a demonic

is established 1n our lives.

Discussion Question: What are some lies that some in our culture have accepted which have
given rise to demonic strongholds in their lives?

25



If we wish to influence our nation, then we must ideas.

Discussion Question: On a scale of one to 10, how much of your understanding of truth is derived
from the local newspaper, cable news, YouTube, Facebook, talk radio, etc.; and how much is
derived from the Bible and your local church?

Discussion Question: Should the local church speak into cultural issues? If so, then how?

Discussion Question: What are some useful resources that we can use to help us self-educate
ourselves on cultural issues from a biblical perspective?

o  www.ForerunnersOfAmerica.org

26



o www.AlbertMohler.com
o  www.GotQuestions.org
o www.KHouse.org

e www.DrMSH.com

¢ www.MoodyRadio.org/Programs/Janet-Parshall-Commentary/

For us to engage cultural ideas and the spiritual lies which undergird them, we must be

Discussion Question: When speaking into cultural issues, what should be our primary goal?

Discussion Ouestion: Is there a platform available to you to communicate truth that you haven’t
yet taken full advantage of?

Discussion Question: Should we be afraid of offending people with the truth?

27



Discussion Question: What are some specific topics that you would like to further research on
your own so that you can effectively speak into the culture?

Suggested Prayer Points:

e Ask God to show you individually, and your church body corporately, what lies you
have believed that could develop into a stronghold.

e Ask God what cultural issues you need to study in order to be informed enough to
influence the culture.

e Ask God what cultural issues your church needs to address to make Christians more
influential.

e Ask God how He might want you to use social media to speak into the issues of our
culture.
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WILL YOU MINISTER IN POWER?
(LESSON 9)

While nobody wants to experience difficulties, it is often during times of trials and

tribulation that God and his people and that

the gospel is best

Discussion Question: Can God use tumultuous days in glorious ways? If so, how? Can you think
of any current examples?

Discussion Question: According to Acts 8:1-5, how can tumultuous days and times of trial further
the gospel?

Discussion Question: Philip could have become bitter over being compelled to leave his home and
country because of his commitment to God. Instead, he preached Christ, and many people
were saved. What do you think motivated him to preach Christ instead of becoming bitter?

29



Tumultuous times can provide ample opportunity for Christians to

the culture and to for Christ.

Discussion Question: According to Acts 8:4—8, what was the result when Philip relied on the Holy
Spirit in his ministry?

Discussion Duestion: What can we accomplish when we rely on the Holy Spirit in our ministry?

Discussion Question: If we are promised such power in our ministries, why are we so often
ineffective in our efforts for Jesus Christ today?

Discussion Question: According to Romans 8:5-6 and Galatians 5:16—-17, what can we do to foster
a relationship with the Holy Spirit where we are sensitive to His leading and to what He
wants to accomplish through us?

30



Discussion Question: How can we tune in to the voice of the Holy Spirit?

Discussion Question: How can we foster a meaningful prayer life?

Suggested Prayer Points:
e Ask God to grant us hearts that desire to see the gospel spread more than we desire
comfort and peace.
Ask God to protect us from becoming bitter over times of difficulty.
e Ask God to reveal to us those things which are interfering with our sensitivity to the
Holy Spirit’s prompting.
e Ask that our ministries would be filled with God’s power.
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THE WAY FORWARD
(LESSON 10)

Over the course of this study, we’ve concluded:

¢ Nations play an important part in God’s plan.

¢ God uses national trouble to identify and to distinguish the

from the

¢ No nation is exempt from God’s judgment if it

e God does not sides; we choose to side with God or to oppose
Him.
e America and the very sins for which

God has judged nations in the past.

e God’s purpose for judging is not to a nation, but rather to

a people.

¢ The church will not be exempt from judgement for national sins if the church is

1n those sins.

e If we wish to influence our nation for Christ, we must take new ground by

the truth with

e If we wish to influence our nation for Christ, then we must also minister in God’s

Discussion Question: Reflecting on the first nine lessons, what should we do?

God has designed our personalities, interests, and experiences to make us

qualified to influence those around us. There are four key roles where

32



each person may specialize:

Discussion Question: According to Ezekiel 33:2-6, what does a watchman do?

A watchman is called by God to be , to discern the hour, and to spend

time in His in order to receive God’s “now” message for His people
and for our nation.

Discussion Question: What are some practical things that the watchman might do?

Discussion Question: According to Ezekiel 22:29-30 and Romans 8:26—27, what does an
intercessor do?

An intercessor in the

and the land.

before God for the people

33



Discussion Question: What are some practical things that the intercessor might do?

Discussion Question: According to Romans 1:15-16, what does an evangelist do?

An evangelist shares God’s and seeks to

transforming power of the gospel to all things.

Discussion Question: What are some practical things that the evangelist might do?

the

Discussion Question: What does a coordinator do?

34



A coordinator people and resources, them

together and organizing them into effective ministry.

Discussion Question: What are some practical things that the coordinator might do?

We are most effective when we work in where we can lean upon the

of others who are naturally bent toward the roles of watchman,

intercessor, evangelist, or coordinator.

Discussion Question: With which role do you most resonate: Watchman, intercessor, evangelist,
coordinator?

Discussion Question: What is your next step to influence those around you? What are your
thoughts about beginning a Forerunner Community Group?

35



Suggested Prayer Points:
e Having taken several weeks to discern the hour in our nation, take time to seek the
Lord about what He wants you and your group to do.
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INDIVIDUAL GUIDE
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ALSO AVAILABLE FOR INDIVIDUAL USE!

Did you find America in the Balance helpful? Do you wish that you
had taken better notes or could better remember some of the material
covered? Perhaps you know someone who could have benefitted from
this study. Then you may be interested in the personal workbook
version of America in the Balance. This is specially formatted for
individual use and is designed to guide the individual through a
process  of  discovery. Download it for FREE at
www.ForerunnersOfAmerica.org!
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